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Judging components 

by WDSF
1. Subject Technical Qualities (TQ)

2. Subject Movement to the Music (MM)

in Latin Dances



THIS  CONGRESS IS 

BASED ON :

• WDSF Technical  books  LA ( Second Edition 

May 2013.).

• 2.1 Hand book Judging Book ( Second Edition  

2016 ).

• WDSF Congreses ( 2014-2016).

• 2 % of persona opinion .



INTRODUCTION

ABOUT THE PAST 

• Earlier there were no precise criteria of evaluation.

• Often evaluations were based on emotions.

• Dances were closer to art than sports. 

• Evaluation was done comparing one couple to another.

• Often a couple was not evaluated.

• Congresses of Judges were concentrated on the 

improvement of dancing and not on the improvement of 

quality and criteria of evaluation.



INTRODUCTION ABOUT

PRESENCE

• Nowadays we have precise criteria of evaluation.

• Criteria have clear sub components. No space for emotion left. 

(Done or not).

• In order to become an Olympic field of sports we have the same 

requirements as similar sports (e.g. Figure skating).

• Couples are not compared to one another.

• According to 2.1 system every couple has to be evaluated.

• The last WDSF congresses are concentrated mostly on the criteria 

of evaluation , evaluation practice, new WDSF 2.1 system books.



GOOD OR BAD?
Decisions can be made separately and presented by National federations to WDSF Academy. But the 

process is going on and since we are members of WDSF we have to be a part of the process following 

innovations and tendencies.

Time will show…



Technical Qualitys (TQ)

in Latin Dances
• Posture

• Dance Holds

• Balance

• Foot Actions

• Latin Actions

• General Actions

• Preparation-Action-Recovery

• Spins and Turns

• Isolation/Coordination

• Skiled Figures

• Dynamics

• Lines and Extended Lines



Posture

• General Posture of two dancers

• Dynamic posture - the position of the body and of 

its parts during all movements.



Posture

in Technic

• Man - on sagittal plane in vertical line                  

(Center of the head, Center of the shoulders, 

Center of the hips ).

• Lady + The rib cage undergoes a very slight 

translation forwards (1-2 cm)

• Lady + The pelvis undergoes a very slight 

anterversion backwards (1-2 cm)







Dance Holds

• The contact points

• Hand holds and the way these move in relation to 

the couple.



Dance Holds

in Technic 
• Couple Position .

• Lead - Hold - Shaping. 

(Connection lead or Visual lead )

• IN- Neutral-Out  (Lead)                             

(-10, 0, +10)

• Holds                                           

(LH to RH, RH to LH,  RH to RH, 

Both HH, Normal H, Promenade 

H, Counter P H, Shadow H)

• Hand Levels                                    

(1,2,3,0)



Balance

• The conditions of stability of the two dancers in 

static positions.

• The conditions of stability of the two dancers in 

dynamic movements.



Foot Action

• The way in which the feet are both moved and 

placed on the floor.

• Alignment of the foot.

• Shaping of the feet and ankles.





Latin Action

• The correct execution of all dance specific actions 

described in the WDSF technique books.



25 General Actions

in Technic



Other General Actions
• The ability to create general dance actions:

• Stretching,

• Bending,

• Turning,

• Stillness,

• Balancing,

• Over Balancing,

• Leaning,

• Traveling,

• Jumping,

• Gesturing,

• Transferring of the weight.



Preparation-Action-Recovery

• The ability of the dancers to initiate movement.

• The ability of the dancers to execute movement.

• The ability of the dancers to finish movement.

• The ability of the dancers to combine all following 

movements efficiently.



Spins and Turns

• Execution of continuous spins.

• Execution of three step turns.

• Execution of swivel turn.

• Execution of spiral.

• Execution of other turning actions.



Two types of spins

• Three step turn - Group of 3 steps,one complete 

turn.(BF, B, BF)

• Continuous spins - sequence of 1/2 turns, (B, BF, 

) on last step ,,Before foot Position” , feet parallel,  

Head focus in the direction of spin.





Isolation/Coordination

• The capability of each dancer to produce isolated 

actions in different areas of the body.

• The capability combine them in coordinated 

movement.





Skiled Figures

• Abilities in executing figures with high degree of 

difficulties that require additional demanding 

skills.



Dynamics

• The capability of each dancer to produced actions associated with 

the use of Weight.

• The capability of each dancer to produced actions associated with 

the use of Time.

• The capability of each dancer to produced actions associated with 

the use of Direction.

• The capability of each dancer to produced actions associated with 

the use of Energy.

• The capability of each dancer to produced actions associated with 

the use of Speed.



Lines and Extended Lines

• Ability to create lines.

• Ability to create Shapes.



Movement to Music (MM)

in Latin Dances

• Timing/Shuffle Timing

• Rhythm

• Musical Structure



Timing /Shuffle Timing

• The ability of dancers to match 

actions/movements with the tempo of the music.





Rhythm

• The ability of the dancers to match their steps to 

the rhythmical structure of the music.





Musical Structure

• The ability of the dancers to dance all other 

elements of the music                                     

(Phrase, Melody, Chorus, act).









THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 

!
WISH YOU ALL THE BEST !


